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Class 2 Curriculum Overview, Spring Term 2019
Welcome to the Spring term.  

Local History Study of Sampford Arundel.

The development of transport in the South West; Light and Electricity.
Please find below an outline of the main areas we will be exploring this term in Class Two. 

Alison Fitch, Rebecca Johnson, Tracey Skinner and Julie Bartram
January 2019
	Literacy/English

This term, we will be reading ‘The Secrets of Stonehenge’ by Mick Manning and Brita Granström. Writing activities will be linked to our Local History topic theme, and will cover a range of both factual and imaginative writing opportunities.  This will include diary writing, writing persuasive letters, creating a book about the secrets of a local place and its history over time and writing an information text or class rough guide using the text ‘Rainforest Rough Guide’ by Paul Mason. 
We have daily guided spelling or guided reading comprehension sessions in groups to practise skills for reading, writing and spelling.

We have our weekly spelling test on Mondays.

Please read at home with your child and ask questions about their book.  This continues to be an essential part of your child’s development.   As their reading progresses, it becomes increasingly important to question your child about their book so they can start to see the deeper levels of meaning within the text.   

Please support your child in progressing with literacy by reading with your child regularly and talking about their reading. Please sign the book every week.

	Maths

We are working from the National Curriculum 2014.  This term we will be working on multiplication and division and times tables learning; Year 5 and 6 will also be looking at fractions, decimals and percentages. We will be focussing on problem solving and reasoning as well as fluency in all these areas.

Please support your child in progressing with maths by practising tables regularly and mental calculations.

	Science

Our science topic this term is all about Electricity and Light and will include constructing a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers; using recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram: exploring what happens when light reflects off a mirror or other reflective surfaces, including playing mirror games to help them to answer questions about how light behaves. There will be a variety of different types of science enquiry: observing over time; identifying and classifying; pattern seeking; research and comparative/fair testing.

	Topic
Our topic this term will be a local history and geographical study of the development of Sampford Arundel school, village and transport. Using the census, we will extract various facts about the village’s families. Linked with this, we will also be looking at an overview of the development of transport in the South West – including the development of roads, canals, railways and airports. This will enable us to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British and local history. We will be looking at connections, contrasts and trends over time and developing the appropriate use of historical terms. We will use a variety of historical and current maps to study the local area.

	RE
We will explore - What does it mean to belong to a religion? Focus on Judaism. The children will: talk about what Judaism is, discover how and when Judaism began, find out about important Jewish historical figures, compare Jewish traditions with those in Christianity, and look at Jewish festivals.



	PE (Physical Development)         NB: Please keep your PE kit in school at all times

· Friday pm: Multiskills with Mrs Fitch. We will be developing skills in Gymnastics, Basketball, Net/Catchball, Football and Running.

· Wednesday am: Swimming/PE at the Sports Centre in Wellington with Mrs Fitch, Mrs Skinner and Miss Bartram
· 9am each morning: “Wake and Shake” 

	PSHE/Circle Time
Mrs Skinner leads on our PSHE lessons using a government programme called SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning).  During the Spring term, our SEAL activities will explore the theme of ‘Say no to Bullying’ through circle time discussions and practical role play activities. 

All children will be involved in regular turn- taking games involving listening, thinking and sharing ideas and the social skills of good manners and consideration for others’ feelings will always be encouraged.  

We expect appropriate behaviour at all times; positive reinforcement of desirable behaviour will be recognised and rewarded.

	ICT on PCs and i-pads (Computers) 

· Research on the world wide web across the curriculum

· Keyboard skills – touch typing using Dance Mat
· Using a variety of websites/apps to support learning – e.g Sumdog/Nrich/TTRockstars/Hegarty Maths for maths enrichment
· Multimedia
E-safety

	Cookery

We will continue to have a half termly cookery day, led by Mrs Skinner, with the children taking it in turns to have a go. This activity helps the children with their literacy and numeracy skills, through discussion and measuring using g/kg and ml/l. Also, it links to our work in Science, where the children observe and compare the changes that take place, for example, when baking bread or cakes.

	French
We will be using the ‘Salut!’ resources to teach French this term. We will be playing games, singing songs and reading stories each week to learn French.

	Music

The children will be learning songs which will culminate with a concert at Wellington School on Friday 3rd April.

This will be a great opportunity for the children to sing with those from 23 other schools.

	Art/ DT

Our art this term will be inspired by our history topic. We will look at the designs of William Morris and create our own prints based on his work.

	Homework

Weekly Maths and English homework for Year 3 and 4 will be handed out on Wednesday and should be given in by the following Tuesday.  Weekly Maths and English homework for Year 5 and 6 will be handed out on Friday and should be given in by the following Thursday. If your child has difficulty with their homework please let us know as soon as possible.  
Also, the children have a range of activities to choose from related to our topics.  The children are expected to complete at least 3 pieces of work during a term.  

In addition, we would like every child to learn by heart at least one poem each term.  The children have been given a book of suggested poems, however they may find their own poem to learn and perform. When your child is ready to perform a poem they can let us know.  If your child is concerned about performing their poem to the class, please let us know.

	Parents in class

In class 2 we always appreciate any help you can give. For example, parents have led Art activities, and other parents have come in to hear readers.  Whether it is weekly or occasional; listening to children read; leading a cookery session; organising an after-school club; however you feel you could contribute please come and discuss it with us. 

If you need to speak to Alison, Rebecca, Tracey or Julie about anything, please come in and let us know.


